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In the Social Swirl.

RS. TAFT and Miss Helen Taft, who are at present in New York, will
probably reach Washington on Wednesday or Thursday and join the

President Owing to the official mourning for the Viee President, no

formal entertaining will take place at the White House at present.
In the “little scason,” before the rush of debutante teas, dinners, and dances,

the gay world of the National Capital is taking its pleasures in homoepathic
doses, sugar coated, and plunnt.‘l.o the taste, but not lasting in effect.
On= of the amusements of which residents here never seem to tire are the
moving picture shows. Go any evening in the week to the Masonic Temple and
glance about the well-filled hall. There you will find members of the Russian
Fmbassy, the Turkish Embassy, the Japanese Embassy, the Cuban Legation, and
many other representatives of the foreign governments spending a leisure hour
before dropping into the Metropolitan Club or visiting fashionable homes in the
Northwes:. And the army and navy sét, as well as the resident circle, go often
to the building, the curb being lined with smart electrics and limousines nightly.
The skating rink at the Arcade is another popular resort for the younger
smart set. Last Wednesday the Misses Allen, daughters of Col. and Mrs.
" Henry T. Allen. gave a large skating party, afterward taking their guests to

their home for a hot%upper. And many jolly parties are given nightly at the
Playhouse by the ultra-fashionable men and women, The Riding Club and the
) Fencing Club also have their devotees. both masculine and feminine, and Wash-
ington society stand second to none i these two sports.
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The day of the debutante is approaching with great rapidity. Already many
dates have been set for the initinl appearance of the pretty “buds,” who will
find a cordial welcome awaiting them in Washington drawing rooms.

One of the most interesting of the debutantes of the season will undoubted-
v be Miss Leila Ray Harrison, daughter of Mrs. George E. F. Harrison, and
aece of Mrs, Edward F. Qualtrough, both of whom, when the Misses Ray, were
helles in the old resident circle of the Capital The late Mrs. Ross Ray, Miss

Harricon's grandmother, resided at the ‘corner of F and Nineteenth Streets, in

‘ gay world will spend part of Tuesday evening in Pennsylvania and New York

the house now leased by the Minister of the Netherlands and Mme. Louden, and
which was the center of the gavety and gracious hospitality of that day during
the Grant administration

Mrs. Harrison has been absent from Washington for some twenty-five vears,
ond has just returned to introduce her danghter to the family friends of many
vears residing here.  Mrs, Qualtrough will give a debut tea for her niece at
the Playhouse on Tuesday afternoon, December 10. and later she will give a
cotillion for her at Rauscher'~. Mrs. Harrison will also give a ball for her

newspaper bulletin boards.
many gay gatherings is a foregone conclusion.
provided for Biving the latest returns to their patrons

Confederacy—which goes to show that the “female of the species is more deadly
than the male"—and the National Capital will give a warm welcome to the
hundreds of charming representatives of the “sunny South™
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tantes in London during the season there. Mrs. Howard will introduce Miss
Perin to Washington society at a tea at her home on December 11.
Miss Rebekah Wilmer is another “bud” from the old resident circle of the
Capital who will be extensively entertained by their hosts of friends. Dr. and
Mrs. Wilmer will give a tea for her at their new home, 2101 R Street, on Sat-
urday afternoon, December 7.
Brig. Gen James B. Aleshire, U. S. A, and Mrs, Aleshire will introduce
their second daughter, Miss Dorothy Aleshire, to Washington socisty at a tea
a1 their residence in S Street, on December 17. Miss Aleshire spent last winter
at school in Paris.
Another “army girl,” Miss Esther Foote, will be presented to society at a
‘ea given by her father and mother, Col. Stephen- M. Foote, U. 8! A, and Mra.
| Foote, at their apartments in the Brighton, on Wednesday afternoon, De-|
cember 11,
Mr. and Mrs. Orlando H. Smith will give a large reception at Rauscher’s
on Saturday evening, December 14, to present their voung daughter, Miss
Lanette Smith, to society at the Capital.
L ]

The all-absorbing topic of conversation in salon and club to-day, to-morrow,
and Tuesday will be the election, and society is making every preparation to
obtain the carliest returns from the polls in the casiest and most entertaining
way. The city will be honeycombed with special wires Tuesday evening, reach-
ing into every club and hotel of importance and not a few of the private resi-
dences of leaders in official and residential circles. At the Whte lHouse a
special service for returns will be in working order, and although neither 1he
Presdent nor any member of his family is expected to be there, undoubtedly
a large number of the higher officials and their wives, will go to the Executive
Mansion to hear the results of the election, and nowhere will the bulletins be
more cagerly scanned. The President himself will be in Cincinnati, where he
will cast his own vote. And Mrs. Taft and Miss Helen Taft will hear the re-
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University Club, and others, wires will tell the members the results throughout
the country
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